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AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS 

(Currently Amended) A method for presenting presence inform ation to a first user, 
rnm prisinfl the steps of A method for identifying to q oonder of a communication an 
availability of mombora through their oontaot d e vices, oomprin i ng : 

retrieving presence information of a seco n d user indicating the second user's 

presence at a plurality of contact devices: and 

presenting the second user's prese nce information to the first user, the presence 
information indicating the second user 's presence at the plurality of contact devices 

storing a profile on each member, tho profile identifying at leant one contact 
device for each memb e r, with oaoh membor'a profile assigned a random and unique oode 
number, and onch memb e r's profile requiring a paooword to aooosa tho profile; 

u nhanging each member's oodo number and password amongst tho other 
members to allow oaoh member to access ovory other member 1 o profile; 

receiving a first selection from tho oondor to vorify a ohooon member's 
communications proDonoo informati ee* 

using tho chooon membor'a code number to dotoimipo whioh of tho chosen 
m embor'a oontaot devices are availabl e to roooivo tho communication ? 

providing tho communications presence information to tho oondor; and 

receiving a second selection from tho sender to initiate the communication with 
one of tho chooon memb e r's available oontaot doviooo . 



2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising receiving authorization 
to present the second use^s presence information to the first user notification that tho 
chosen member' o oontaot d e vioc is activ e. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim $ 1, wherein the plurality of addresses 
represents at least one of different types of commu nications and different types of the 
contact devices further oompriGing connecting th e sender to the ohooon member via th e 
a ctive oontact d e vic e. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the step of presenting the second 
user's presence information comprises presenting the presence information in an 
electronic interface using the ohoa e n memb e r' d codo numb e r to determine availability of a 
contact d e vice oompriGOfl querying the contaot devic e. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of presenting the second 
user's presence information comprises presenting th e presence information in an 
electronic interface via at least one of a computer and a telephone using the choo e n 
member's code number to determine availability of a contact device compriooo querying a 
network provid e r associated with th e contaot devic e. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the step of retrieving the presence 
information is at least in part determined based on a time or a day of week preference 
from a profile of the second user further comprising connecting the sender to the contaot 
devioe . 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising presenting a graphical 
indicator that indicates the second user's presence at th e plurality of contact devices 
s ending a message to the contaot d e vioe . 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the step of presenting the presence 
information comprises causing display of the presence inform ation to the first user steriftg 
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the profile compris e s e nabling a plurality of contact devices to be stored for oaoh 

maniQQi; 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of retrieving the presence 
information comprises at least one of querying a provider to determine the presence 
information and ii) querying a contact device to determine the presence information 
storing th e profile comprises storing addressing information for each contact d e vic e. 

12. (Currently Amended) A system for presenting presence in formation to a sender of a 
communication facilitating communication between a uaer and memb e rs of a 
communications circl e, comprising: 

an input for receiving presence information of a recipient ind icating the recipient' s 
presence at a plurality of contact devices: and 

a processor coupled with the input, the processor causing prese ntation of the 
recipient's presence information to the sender, the presence informa tion indicating the 
recipient's presence at a plurality of contact devices, the processor re ceiving a selection 
from the sender that selects a contact device to which the communication is addressed, 
and the processor initiating the communication from the sender to an address of the 
selected contact device 

a^da tabase for storing profiles of oil m e mbers of th e oommunicationo circle s , each 
profile identifying at least one contact devic e for each member with each momb e r's 
profile assigned a random and uniqu e codo number, and eaoh member's profil e requiring 
a password to acc e ss tho profil e ; and 

a communications server exchanging each member's codo number and password 
amongst tho other members to allow e ach member to access every other m e mb e r -s 
p rofile, th e communications server 

rooeiving a first sel e ction from tho us e r to verify a ohoaon member's 

communications presence informatio n 
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the ohooon mcmber'o code numbor to dotoranino wid t h of the choaon 



ufling 



m u mbor'fl oontact doviooo aro availablo to roooivo th e communication; 

providing the communications prooenoo information to the sender; and 
rocoiving a o e cond ooloction from the condor to initiatu dm conimunion t ior i 

with one of the ohogon m e mbor'a availablo oontact d e vices . 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 12, wherein the processor initiates a telephone 
call to a telephone number associated wi th the selected contact device communications 
prosono e information irudicatoo if the oontact d e vice io activ e. 

15. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 12, wherein the processor initiates an Internet 
TVig phnnv call from the sender to the recipient profilo inoludoo an addrooo for the oontaot 
devic e. 

16. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 12, wherein the processor initiates an 
electronic message to an email address oommunicationD scrvor conn oo to the uoor to one of 
tho members in the communications oirole . 

17. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 12, wherein the processor initiates an 
electronic message to a text m ^fi^pin p address coinmunicationa aorvor connects th e user 
to the ono member of tho oommunioationD circl e through tho Intern e t . 

18. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 12, wherein the processor processes the 
recipient's presence information for di «p 1av to the sender oommunioations server 
oo moots tho uoor to tho one mombcr of tho communicationa oirole through an ema il 
message. 
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19. (Currently Amended) The system of claim X> 12, wherein the processor presents a 
gra phical indicator that indica t e the recipient's presence at the, plurality of contact 
devices communications server connects the umj to the one mombor of the 
conununicationo oirclo through a page sent to the one member . 

20. (Currently Amended) The system of claim U 12, wherein the processor causes display of 
an icon to initiate the commur.ication from t h e sender to the address associated with the 
selected contact device contact device of the one mombor eomprioea a wiroloaa dovioo a nd 
the oommunicationa oorv e r connootti th e user to the one mombor of tho communioation n 
through a wirolooo network . 

21. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 4$ 12, wherein the processor retrieves the 
presence information bv querying at least on e of a provider and ii) the contact device to 
determine the presence information chooon mombor of tho oommunioationo oorvor has on 
iu Um iuuV c to l oi ia o n ond t hn r r rn i mnn i r'*'"™ """"" ™"n«ntr . tho ur.er to tho interactive 
television of tho ohooon member . 

22. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 4-6 12, wherein the selection from the sender is 
based on the presence information ohoscn mombor of tho communications oirolo has a 
pergonal oomputor with oooood to tho Internet through on internet oorvico provider and th e 
oommunioationo server connects tho uocr to tho personal computer of tho chosen member . 

23. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 46 12, wherein the processor receives a 
notification that the contact device is active communications oorvor oonnccto tho uaor to 
an Internet appliance of tho ohoacn m e mber of tho communications circl e. 

24. (Currently Amended) A computer ".^Mp me dium storing instructions for performing 
the steps: 
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retrieving presence information of a recipient in d icating the recipient's presence at 

a plurality of addresses: 

presenting the recipient's presence information to the sender, the p resence 
information indicating the recipient's presence at a plurality of contact devices; 

receiving a selection from the sender that selects a contact device to which the 
communication is addressed: and 

initiating the communication from the sender to an address of the selected contact 

device 

An interface for boing provided to a sender of a ootnmunication to dioplay 
communications pr o ccnoo information on a sender's communications circle, comprising: 

a — communications — s e ction — for — displaying members — of the — s e nder's 
communications oirolo, oaoh m e mbor in th e oonvmunications circle having ot least on e 
contact d e vice through which oaoh member may communicat e with the sondor ; 

a profile section for displaying profile information on e ach member of th e 
communications oirolo, tho profile information identifying each member, Hating contact 
dovicea oasooiatod with oaoh membor, and displaying an availability of oaoh of the 
contact device a; and 

a contact ocotion exchanging caoh member's code number and password amongot 
tho other memb e rs to allow e ach membor to access ovory oth e r memb e r's profil e , th e 
contact s e ction rec e iving a first sel e ction from the sendor to verify a chosen memb e r's 
communications presence information, the contact section using tho chosen membor' s 
code number to determine whioh of th e chosen membor' s contact devices arc availabl e to 
receiv e tho communication, th e contaot section providing th e communication presence 
information to the sender, and tho contact section receiving n s e cond selection from the 
sender to initiate tho communication with one of th e chosen member's avoilablo contact 
devic e s; 
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wherein tho render is able to d e t e rmin e which oontaot d e vice ifi available by 
viewing the profile information on th e m e mb e r s of th e communications oirolo and con 
initiate contaot with any member having an availabl e oontact d e vic e. 

25. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to clam 24, further 
comprising instructions for initiating a telephone call to a telephone number associated 
with the selected contact device Tho interfac e of claim 21, wher e in th e communications 
section displays a nam e of e ach memb e r in the communications oirol e. 

26. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to clam 24, further 
comprising instructions for initiating an Internet Telephony call from the sender to the 
recipient Th e int e rfac e of claim 2 4 y wh e r e in tho communications s e ction displays th e 
oontaot d e vic e s associated with oaoh member of th e communications circl e. 

27. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to clam 24. further 
comprising instructions for initiating an electronic message to an email address Tke 
interfac e of claim 24, wherein th e communications section has a link for allowing th e 
condor to vi e w th e profile section . 

28. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to clam 24. further 
comprising instructions for initiating an electronic message to a text messaging address 
Th e interfac e of claim 24 , wh e r e in th e int e rfac e includes th e profil e s e ction for e ach of 
th e m e mbers in th e communications oirol e. 

29. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to clam 24. further 
comprising instructions for processing the recipient's presence information for display to 
the sender The interface of claim 24, whoroin the profile sootion displays address 
information for tho contaot devices associated with each member and th e availability of 
each oontaot device . 
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30. (Canceled) 

31. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to clam 24. farther 
comprising instructions for presenting a graphical indicator that indicates the recipient's 
presence at the pluraJitv of contact devices The interfac e of claim 2 4 , - wherein th e 
interface is for di s play on a p e rsonal comput e r . 

32. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to clam 24. further 
comprising instructions for causing display of an icon to initiate the communication from 
the sender to the address associated with the selected contact device The interface of 
claim 24 a wh e rein th e interface ia for display on a wireloos device . 

33. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to clam 24. further 
comprising instructions for at least one of 0 retrieving the presence information bv 
querying a provider to determine the presence information and ii) retrieving the presence 
information bv querying the contact device to determine the presence information The 
interfac e of claim 21, wh e r e in the interface io for display through a pager . 

34. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to clam 24. further 
comprising instructions for receiving a notification that the contact device is active The 
int e rface of claim 24, wherein th e intorfao e io for display through a wir e l e ss t e lephone . 

35. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to clam 24. wherein the 
selection from the sender is based on the presence information The intorfaoo of claim 2 4 , 
wherein the int e rface is for display on an interactive television. 

36. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to clam 24. further 
comprising instructions for causing display of an icon to indicate presence at at least one 
of a phone, a personal digital assistant, a pager, a computer, and an interactive television 

page 10 

PAGE 12/22 * RCVD AT 2/10/2006 1:32:57 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-€FXRF-6/33 * DNIS: 2738300 * CSID: 91 93876959 * DURATION (mm-ss):08-30 



Feb 102006 1:38PM SCOTT P 2IMMERMRN PLLC 9193876959 p. 13 

BS00099 

U.S. Application No. 09,709,038 Examiner LEZAK, Arrienne, Art Unit 2143 
Submission of Amendment with RCE in Response to August 12, 2005 Office Action 

Tho interface of olaim 21, wh e r e ia th e int e rfac e is for display on a personal digital 
assistant . 

37. (New) A method for initiating a communication from a sender to a recipient, comprising 
the steps of: 

retrieving presence information of a recipient indicating the recipient's presence at 
a plurality of addresses; 

presenting the recipient's presence information to the sender, the presence 
information indicating the recipient's presence at a plurality of contact devices; 

receiving a selection from the sender that selects a contact device to which the 
communication is addressed; and 

initiating the communication from the sender to an address of the selected contact 

device. 

38. (New) A method according to claim 37, wherein the step of initiating the communication 
comprises initiating a telephone call to a telephone number associated with the selected 
contact device. 

39. (New) A method according to claim 37, wherein the step of initiating the communication 
comprises initiating an Internet Telephony call from the sender to the recipient. 

40. (New) A method according to claim 37, wherein the step of initiating the communication 
comprises initiating an electronic message to an email address. 

4 1 . (New) A method according to claim 37, wherein the step of initiating the communication 
comprises initiating an electronic message to a text messaging address. 

42. (New) A method according to claim 37, wherein the selection from the sender is based on 
the presence information. 
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43. (New) An electronic interface providing presence information to a sender, the electronic 
interface comprising: 

a communications section displaying presence information of a recipient, the 
presence information indicating the recipient's presence at a plurality of addresses 
associated with a plurality of contact devices; and 

a contact section receiving a selection from the sender that selects a contact device 
to which a communication is addressed, 

wherein receipt of the selection initiates the communication from the sender to an 
address associated with the selected contact device. 

44. (New) An electronic interface according to claim 42, wherein receipt of the selection 
initiates a telephone call to a telephone number associated with the selected contact 
device. 

45. (New) An electronic interface according to claim 42, wherein receipt of the selection 
initiates an Internet Telephony call from the sender to the recipient. 

46. (New) An electronic interface according to claim 42, wherein receipt of the selection 
initiates an electronic message to an email address. 

47. (New) An electronic interface according to claim 42, wherein receipt of the selection 
initiates an electronic message to a text messaging address. 



page 12 



PAGE 14/22 * RCVD AT 2/10/2008 1:32:57 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/33 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID: 91 93876959 * DURATION (mm-ss):08-30 



